
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

OF THE CITY OF CHESAPEAKE

THURSDAY,

February 19, 2026

The regular meeting of the Economic Development Authority of the City of Chesapeake was held

on Thursday, February 19, 2026, at 3:00 p.m. at Chesapeake Economic Development, 555 Belaire

Avenue, Suite 310, Chesapeake, VA 23320.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Julie Anderson, Chair; Tonya Gill, Vice Chair; Troy Lindsey, Treasurer;

Kristi Wooten, Secretary; Luis Jimenez, Member; Jeffrey Ganthner, Member;

Gregg Kruer, Member; Bert Ortiz, Member; Todd Mayfield, Member

MEMBERS ABSENT: None

ALSO PRESENT: Steven C. Wright, Executive Secretary

COUNSEL PRESENT: John Sawyer, WRG PC, EDA Counsel — virtual

CED STAFF PRESENT: Preston Wilhelm; Sherry Barnette; Tim Howlett; Edie Saecker; Kerstin

Plarr; Austin Bussey; Constantia Cobert; Michael Barnett; Palmer Lugo

GUESTS PRESENT: Brian Solis, Deputy City Manager; Ben Titter, City Attorney’s Office; Chad

Brochard, Whiting-Turner; John Harbin, Chesapeake Land Bank Authority

CALL TO ORDER:

Chair, Julie Anderson, declared a quorum present and called the meeting to order. Mr. Troy

Lindsey made a motion to adopt the Draft Agenda; seconded by Mr. Bert Ortiz. The motion was

unanimously approved.

NEW MEMBER INTRODUCTION:

Mr. Steven Wright introduced and welcomed newly appointed EDA member, Mr. Todd Mayfield.
Mr. Mayfield is a retired Navy veteran currently working in the defense contracting industry and

thanked him for willingness to serve on the Authority.

MEETING MINUTES:

After a review of the January 15, 2026 Meeting Minutes, Vice Chair Ms. Tonya Gill made a motion

to approve the Minutes; seconded by Mr. Jeffrey Ganthner. The motion was unanimously
approved.

TREASURER REPORT:

Ms. Edie Saecker presented the Treasurer’s Report for January 2026. No questions or concerns

were expressed; Chair Julie Anderson declared January 2026, Treasurer’s Report filed for audit.
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT UPDATE:

Mr. Steven Wright advised the Department of Economic Development has been extremely busy
and some of the staff members are going to share some information with you.

Mr. Austin Bussey provided an updated status on two pending VBRSP grant applications; one for

Coastal Virginia Commerce Park and the other one for Hampton Roads Executive Airport. In

addition, Mr. Austin Bussey reported that he, along with several members of the Planning

Department, participated in a site visit with representatives from the Prince William County

Planning Department to tour three data center facilities. He noted that the visit provided an

opportunity to engage in discussions regarding the potential impacts of data center development
on surrounding communities, which may help inform future considerations and planning efforts

within the City of Chesapeake.

Mr. Tim Howlett provided an updated status on signage and landscaping for the entrance into

Cavalier Industrial Park. Mr. Howlett reported there are still some issues with trash being
dumped outside of and around the park. Additional surveillance and fencing is being considered

to prevent continued trash dumps in the park.

Mr. Steven Wright reported several staff members attended the annual ODU Economic Forecast.

Mr. Wright advised they provide insight about the local and regional economy and encouraged
EDA members to attend next year.

Mr. Steven Wright also reported on Project Genesis, the LS Cable & Systems submarine cable

manufacturing facility located off Victory Boulevard, noting that the project was recognized by
Business Facilities magazine as the “Foreign Direct Investment Deal of the Year.”

Mr. Wright further reported that the Department of Economic Development had the

Opportunity to host approximately 20 LS Cable & Systems executives from Korea, Northern

Virginia, Atlanta, and Mexico at its offices to hold their corporate roundtable discussions. He

emphasized that the visit provided a valuable opportunity to showcase the City of Chesapeake’s

capabilities to host high-level business engagements, while also allowing the executives to view

firsthand the site of the anticipated $1.5 billion investment. Mr. Steven Wright noted that the

event was highly successful, with the visiting executives expressing strong appreciation for the

hospitality extended by the City. Mayor Rick West formally welcomed the group and

encouraged them to experience the many restaurants throughout the City. The delegation was

particularly impressed with a local establishment in South Norfolk, Southside BBQ, where they

expressed interest in hosting future events.
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THREE OAKS AT GREENBRIER COMMERCE PARK:
Mr. Steven Wright reported on LS Cable & System’s recent project announcement, known as

Project Sam, noting that the company is considering a location within the park. He advised that

the project will require a modification to the Greenbrier Planned Unit Development (PUD)
criteria, and that an application for this modification has been submitted to the Planning
Department. Mr. Wright indicated that additional details will be provided during Executive

Session.

OAKBROOKE BUSINESS & TECHNOLOGY CENTER:
Mr. Steven Wright reported that progress continues on the Jones Printing project. Mr. Howlette

provided an update, noting that approval for the E&S (Erosion and Sediment Control) plan has

recently been received after some delay, and the site plan is currently under review and nearing
approval.

NEW BUSINESS:

EDA Attorney Mr. John Sawyer asked the EDA members to consider authorizing the Chair to

authorize Estoppel Certificates for previously made outparcel sales. Mr. Jeffrey Ganthner made

a motion to authorize the Chair to execute Estoppel Certificates for properties located at 1240

Scholastic Way and 2210 Paramont Avenue; seconded by Mr. Troy Lindsey. The motion was

passed unanimously.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:
Mr. John Sawyer, EDA Counsel, stated the EDA may wish to consider a motion to conduct a closed

meeting for discussion or consideration of the acquisition or disposition of real property for a

public purpose, or the disposition of publicly held real property, where discussion in an open

meeting would adversely affect the bargaining or negotiating position of the Economic

Development Authority (EDA); specifically the disposition of publicly held real property as well as

consultation with legal counsel regarding that potential sale of real property all as permitted by
Sections 2.2-3711(A)(3), and (A)(6) of the Code of Virginia. Chair Julie Anderson called for a vote

to go into the Executive Session. Mr. Bert Ortiz made a motion to go into Executive Session;
seconded by Mr. Luis Jimenez. The motion was unanimously agreed to via roll call vote.

Mr. John Sawyer, EDA Counse, stated the EDA may wish to consider a motion to certify that to

the best of each member’s knowledge only public business matters lawfully exempted from open

meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed and only such public business matters as

were identified in the motion convening the closed meeting were heard, discussed, or

considered. The certification was approved unanimously and the Executive Session closed by
Chair Julie Anderson via roll call vote.
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MOTION:

Mr. Bert Ortiz made a motion to authorize the Chair to execute documents related to a ‘First

Right of Refusal’ on property discussed in the closed Executive Session; seconded by Mr. Jeffrey

Ganthner. The motion passed unanimously.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

e February 20, 2026 — EDAC Meeting
o 8:00 am to 9:00 am at Burns & McDonnell — 1317 Executive Blvd., Ste. 300

e February 26, 2026 — Alliance 2026 Annual Meeting
o 3:00 pm at Virginia Peninsula Community College

=" 77 Thomas Nelson Drive, Hampton, VA

e March 6, 2026 - Kiddie Academy Ribbon Cutting
o 10:00 am — 11:00 am at 638 Cedar Road

e March 26, 2026 — 2026 SWaM/V Vendor Fair & Networking Event

© 1:00 pm — 4:00 pm at Chesapeake Central Library - 298 Cedar Road

ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business to discuss, Mr. Luis Jimenez made a motion to

adjourn; no second being needed, it was the consensus to adjourn the meeting.

Steven C. Wright
Executive Secretary

Minutes provided by Jude Jackson 


