
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

OF THE CITY OF CHESAPEAKE

THURSDAY,
October 16, 2025

The regular meeting of the Economic Development Authority of the City of Chesapeake was held

on Thursday, October 16, 2025, at 3:00 p.m. at Summit Pointe, 555 Belaire Avenue, Suite 310,

Chesapeake, VA 23320.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Julie Anderson, Chair; Tonya Gill, Vice Chair; Troy Lindsey, Treasurer/Assist.

Secretary; Kristi Wooten, Secretary— viaTeams; Kevin Cosgrove, Member; Luis

Jimenez, Member; Gregg Kruer, Member — via Teams

MEMBERS ABSENT: Jeffrey Ganthner, Member; Bert Ortiz, Member

ALSO PRESENT: Steven C. Wright, Executive Secretary

COUNSEL PRESENT: John Sawyer, WRG PC, EDA Counsel

CED STAFF PRESENT: Preston Wilhelm; Tim Howlett; Edie Saecker; Kerstin Plarr; Constantia

Cobert; Austin Bussey; Jude Jackson; Trinity Smith

GUESTS PRESENT: Brian Solis, Deputy City Manager; Catherine Lindley, City Attorney; Toi

Hunter, HR Alliance; Jared Chalk, HR Alliance; Daniel Brownell, Standard

Calibrations, Inc.; Castina Carey, Citizen

CALL TO ORDER:
Chair, Julie Anderson, declared a quorum present and called the meeting to order. Mr. Luis

Jimenez made a motion to adopt the Draft Agenda; seconded by Ms. Tonya Gill. The motion was

unanimously approved.

SPECIAL PRESENTATON:

Ms. Toi Hunter and Mr. Jared Chalk with the Hampton Roads Alliance provided an update on the

organization’s business attraction and retention efforts that support bringing new companies to

the region. Mr. Chalk emphasized the growing importance of energy demands and manufacturing
in the regional economic landscape.

MEETING MINUTES:

After a review of the September 18, 2025 Meeting Minutes, Mr. Kevin Cosgrove made a motion

to approve the Minutes; seconded by Mr. Troy Lindsey. The motion was unanimously approved.
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TREASURER REPORT:

Ms. Edie Saecker presented the Treasurer’s Report for September 2025. No questions or

concerns were expressed; Chair Julie Anderson declared September 2025, Treasurer’s Report
filed for audit.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT UPDATE:
Mr. Steven Wright reported that the fall season is always a busy time in Chesapeake, with several

major events taking place. One of the signature events is the Chesapeake Wine Festival, which

the Authority has supported every year since its inception. He noted that attendance was strong,
and the Authority hosted a chalet where members of the business community were invited to

enjoy fellowship and wine tasting. Mr. Wright expressed appreciation for the Authority’s
continued support of this annual event.

Additionally, Mr. Wright noted that October is the month the City recognizes its manufacturers.

Chesapeake is fortunate to have more manufacturers than any other city in Hampton Roads. He

shared that the Economic Development Advisory Committee (EDAC) held its meeting last Friday
at Plasser American, an Austrian-based company that produces large rail maintenance

equipment. Attendees were offered a tour of Plasser’s newly expanded facility, which recently
underwent a $50-plus million project that doubled its manufacturing space—an impressive

accomplishment completed without interrupting operations. Mr. Wright highlighted this as a

significant expansion in the South Norfolk area and expressed appreciation to Plasser American

for hosting the monthly EDAC event.

The Economic Development Department will host a Manufacturing Luncheon on October 28th at

Cork & Bull. The Mayor, City Manager, and the Economic Development team will recognize
Chesapeake’s manufacturers for their contributions to the City. All Authority members are invited

to attend.

Mr. Wright also shared an exciting opportunity for the Economic Development Department. As

mentioned earlier by Mr. Jared Chalk with the Hampton Roads Alliance, Chesapeake’s strong

relationship with South Korea continues to grow, highlighted by the LS GreenLink project—the
largest capital investment in the history of both the City and the region. The project has been

nominated for Deal of the Year by Business Facilities magazine. CED is working closely with LS

Cable and their representatives to submit the necessary information, and they are optimistic
about the outcome. Mr. Wright emphasized that this nomination reflects a major achievement

for Chesapeake and the region.
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THREE OAKS AT GREENBRIER COMMERCE PARK:

Mr. Steven Wright reported that we are still tracking to close with Project Flavor hopefully within

the next 30 days and certainly withing the next 60 days

OAKBROOKE BUSINESS & TECHNOLOGY CENTER:

Mr. Steven Wright reported that the Authority completed two closings since the last meeting:
COVA Insurance and SCI, with SCI purchasing a portion of the residual property behind their

facility. These transactions have increased the EDA’s funds, which are being applied toward the

promissory note for Three Oaks, helping to reduce the amount owed to the Kotarides, who

partnered with the City in developing the site. He also noted there is potential interest in the

last remaining parcel in Oakbrooke, which will be discussed further in closed session.

NEW BUSINESS:

Mr. Steven Wright reported that the EDA needed to select a representative to serve on the

Eastern Virginia Regional Industrial Facility Authority (EVRIFA). Chair Julie Anderson invited

volunteers to fill the role. After a brief discussion, the Authority agreed to table the matter for

consideration in the future.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Mr. John Sawyer, EDA Counsel, stated the EDA may wish to consider a motion to conduct a closed

meeting for discussion or consideration of the acquisition of real property for a public purpose,

or the disposition of publicly held real property, where discussion in an open meeting would

adversely affect the bargaining or negotiating position of the Economic Development Authority
(EDA); all as permitted by Sections 2.2-3711(A)}(3) of the Code of Virginia. Chair Julie Anderson

called for a vote to go into the Executive Session. Mr. Kevin Cosgrove made a motion to go into

Executive Session; seconded by Mr. Luis Jimenez. The motion was unanimously agreed to.

Mr. John Sawyer, EDA Counsel, stated the EDA may wish to consider a motion to certify that to

the best of each member’s knowledge only public business matters lawfully exempted from open

meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed and only such public business matters as

were identified in the motion convening the closed meeting were heard, discussed, or

considered. The certification was approved unanimously and the Executive Session closed by

Chair JulieAnderson via roll call vote.

MOTION(S):
Mr. Luis Jimenez made a motion to authorize the Chair to negotiate and execute the terms and

conditions for the project discussed in Executive Session; seconded by Mr. Kevin Cosgrove. The

motion was unanimously agreed to.
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION

e October 21, 2025 — State of Transit

o 8:30 am to 11:00 am — Hampton Convention Center

October 21 & 22, 2025 — Chesapeake World of Works

o 8:00 am to 4:00 pm — Chesapeake Conference Center

October 29, 2025 - HR Alliance Playbook

o 3:00 pm to 6:00 pm — Sandler Center for the Performing Arts

October 29, 2025 - HR Alliance Playbook

o 3:00 pm to 6:00 pm — Sandler Center for the Performing Arts

November 14, 2025 — EDAC at XGolf

o 8:00 am to 9:00 am — Summit Point

November 14, 2025 — Cuffee Aquatics Center Groundbreaking Ceremony

o 10:00 am to 11:00 am — 2019 Windy Road

November 18, 2025 - Vanwin Coatings Ribbon Cutting

oO 11:00 am to 12:00 pm — 2601 Trade Street

ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business to discuss, Mr. Kevin Cosgrove made a motion

to adjourn; no second being needed, it was the consensus to adjourn the meeting.

Minutes provided by Jude Jackson 


