
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

OF THE CITY OF CHESAPEAKE

THURSDAY,

December 18, 2025

The regular meeting of the Economic Development Authority of the City of Chesapeake was held

on Thursday, December 18, 2025, at 2:00 p.m. at The Riverview Centre, 103 Watson Road,

Chesapeake, VA 23320.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Julie Anderson, Chair; Tonya Gill, Vice Chair; Troy Lindsey, Treasurer/Assist.

Secretary; Kristi Wooten, Secretary; Kevin Cosgrove, Member — via Teams;

Jeffrey Ganthner, Member; Gregg Kruer, Member; Bert Ortiz, Member — via

Teams

MEMBERS ABSENT: Luis Jimenez, Member

ALSO PRESENT: Steven C. Wright, Executive Secretary

COUNSEL PRESENT: John Sawyer, WRG PC, EDA Counsel

CED STAFF PRESENT: Preston Wilhelm; Tim Howlett; Edie Saecker; Kerstin Plarr; Constantia

Cobert; Austin Bussey; Michael Barnett; Sunny Golston; Jude Jackson

GUESTS PRESENT: Brian Solis, Deputy City Manager; Daniel Brownell, Standard Calibrations,

Inc.; Matthew Hargrove, citizen

CALL TO ORDER:

Chair, Julie Anderson, declared a quorum present and called the meeting to order. Ms. Kristi

Wooten made a motion to adopt the Draft Agenda as amended; seconded by Mr. Troy Lindsey.
The motion was unanimously approved.

MEETING MINUTES:

After a review of the November 20, 2025 Meeting Minutes, Ms. Kristi Wooten made a motion to

approve the Minutes; seconded by Mr. Troy Lindsey. The motion was unanimously approved.

TREASURER REPORT:

Ms. Edie Saecker presented the Treasurer’s Report for November 2025. No questions or

concerns were expressed; Chair Julie Anderson declared November 2025, Treasurer’s Report
filed for audit.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT UPDATE:

Mr. Steven Wright reported that CED staff continues to engage in extensive marketing activities

and noted that he recently attended a site selection convention in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida. He

stated there is significant interest in the City of Chesapeake, and that recent economic

development announcements have elevated the City’s profile. While at the conference, he was

approached by multiple developers interested in Chesapeake.
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT UPDATE cont.:

Mr. Wright also highlighted the recent announcement by LS Cable & Systems, selecting

Chesapeake for a second $690 million project. This new investment now represents the largest
economic development project ever announced in the City, surpassing last year’s $680 million

project by LS GreenLink. Company leadership has expressed a continued desire to work closely
with the City of Chesapeake.

Mr. Wright announced and extended congratulations to Mr. Austin Bussey on his promotion from

Business Intelligence and Marketing Research Specialist to Business Development Manager. In

addition, Mr. Wright introduced two new members of the Chesapeake Economic Development

staff, Mr. Michael Barnett and Ms. Tanesha Golston. Both individuals have joined the

organization as Business Development Managers.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Mr. John Sawyer, EDA Counsel, stated the EDA may wish to consider a motion to conduct a closed

meeting for discussion or consideration of the acquisition of real property for a public purpose,

or the disposition of publicly held real property, where discussion in an open meeting would

adversely affect the bargaining or negotiating position of the Economic Development Authority

(EDA); all as permitted by Sections 2.2-3711(A)(3) of the Code of Virginia. Chair Julie Anderson

called for a vote to go into the Executive Session. Mr. Troy Lindsey made a motion to go into

Executive Session; seconded by Ms. Kristi Wooten. The motion was unanimously agreed to.

Mr. John Sawyer, EDA Counsel, stated the EDA may wish to consider a motion to certify that to

the best of each member’s knowledge only public business matters lawfully exempted from open

meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed and only such public business matters as

were identified in the motion convening the closed meeting were heard, discussed, or

considered. The certification was approved unanimously and the Executive Session closed by
Chair Julie Anderson via roll call vote.

MOTION(S):
Mr. Jeffrey Ganthner made a motion to authorize the Chair to negotiate possible extensions for

Project Flavor at her discretion; seconded by Mr. Gregg Kruer. The motion was passed

unanimously.

Ms. Kristi Wooten made a motion to create a special committee including Mr. Troy Lindsey and

Mr. Kevin Cosgrove to work with CED staff to make recommendations regarding Project Sam;

seconded by Mr. Jeffrey Ganthner. The motion was passed unanimously.

Ms. Kristi Wooten made a motion to authorize the Chair to consent to a PUD modification for

Three Oaks as discussed in Executive Session; seconded by Mr. Jeffrey Ganthner. The motion

was passed unanimously.
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION

e January 24, 2026 — Chesapeake Regional Healthcare 50 Years - Golden Gala

o 6:00 pm — Chesapeake Conference Center

e January 28, 2026 —ODU 2026 Annual Economic Forecast

© 11:30 am (registration to 2:00 pm at Chartway Arena’s Big Blue

ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business to discuss, Ms. Tonya Gill made a motion to

adjourn; no second being needed, it was the consensus to adjourn the meeting.

en C. Wright
Executive Secretary

Minutes provided by Jude Jackson 


