
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

OF THE CITY OF CHESAPEAKE

THURSDAY,

March 19, 2026

The regular meeting of the Economic Development Authority of the City of Chesapeake was held

on Thursday, March 19, 2026, at 3:00 p.m. at Chesapeake Economic Development, 555 Belaire

Avenue, Suite 310, Chesapeake, VA 23320.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Julie Anderson, Chair; Tonya Gill, Vice Chair; Troy Lindsey, Treasurer;

Kristi Wooten, Secretary; Jeffrey Ganthner, Member; Gregg Kruer, Member;
Bert Ortiz, Member;

MEMBERS ABSENT: Luis Jimenez, Member; Todd Mayfield, Member

ALSO PRESENT: Steven C. Wright, Executive Secretary

COUNSEL PRESENT: John Sawyer, WRG PC, EDA Counsel - virtual

CED STAFF PRESENT: Preston Wilhelm; Sherry Barnette; Tim Howlett; Edie Saecker; Austin

Bussey; Constantia Cobert; Michael Barnett; Palmer Lugo

GUESTS PRESENT: _ Brian Solis, Deputy City Manager; John Harbin, Chesapeake Land Bank

Authority; Toi Hunter, Alliance; Stephen Meyers, Syncon, LLC; Kevin

Wimbrough, MB Kahn Construction; Cory McCoy, Oasis Health Group

CALL TO ORDER:

Chair, Julie Anderson, declared a quorum present and called the meeting to order. Mr. Jeffrey
Ganthner made a motion to adopt the Draft Agenda; seconded by Mr. Troy Lindsey. The motion

was unanimously approved.

MEETING MINUTES:

After a review of the February 19, 2026 Meeting Minutes, Ms. Kristy Wooten made a motion to

approve the Minutes; seconded by Vice Chair Tonya Gill. The motion was unanimously approved.

TREASURER REPORT:
Ms. Edie Saecker presented the Treasurer’s Report for February 2026. No questions or concerns

were expressed; Chair JulieAnderson declared February 2026, Treasurer’s Report filed for audit.

Additionally, Mr. Steven Wright presented a spreadsheet and reviewed the Three Oaks Property
timeline and financials.
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT UPDATE:

Mr. Steven Wright reported that the Department of Economic Development continues to

experience a very active period. He provided highlights from the most recent EDAC meeting,
which featured Mr. Jay Tate, Director of the Chesapeake Department of Development and

Permits, as the guest speaker. Mr. Tate provided a presentation on the local government

development process.

Mr. Wright also advised that he recently briefed Chesapeake City Council on CED’s Small Business

Development initiatives, accompanied by Ms. Sunny Golston and Ms. Kerstin Plarr, both Business

Development Managers. He noted that the presentation was well received and will be shared

with EDA members at the upcoming EDA Retreat.

Additionally, Mr. Wright reported that CED is working with Tonnex on an expansion of its existing
warehouse and logistics facility in Greenbrier North. He further noted that LS GreenLink is

planning a ceremony on May 4, 2026 to commemorate the start of vertical construction at its

project site.

THREE OAKS AT GREENBRIER COMMERCE PARK:
Mr. Steven Wright reported that the PUD modification for Project Sam at Three Oaks has been

unanimously approved by City Council. He also advised that CED will be requesting an extension

for the full receipt of the Go Virginia Grant that was previously awarded.

OAKBROOKE BUSINESS & TECHNOLOGY CENTER:
Mr. Steven Wright reported that efforts to pursue the easement connecting the two remaining
parcels have been discontinued. As a result, CED will proceed with marketing the properties

individually, with each parcel comprisingjust over two acres.

NEW BUSINESS:

Mr. Wright advised that, for the benefit of new and recently appointed EDA Board members, it

would be appropriate to hold an EDA Retreat. The retreat would provide an in-depth overview

of the Authority’s economic development projects and ongoing engagements. He further noted

that it is part of the Authority’s fiduciary responsibility to review its engagements with outside

contractors, including legal counsel, engineering, as well as audit and banking services. 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Mr. John Sawyer, EDA Counsel, stated the EDA may wish to consider a motion to conduct a closed

meeting for discussion or consideration of the acquisition or disposition of real property for a

public purpose, or the disposition of publicly held real property, where discussion in an open

meeting would adversely affect the bargaining or negotiating position of the Economic

Development Authority (EDA); specifically the disposition of publicly held real property as well as

consultation with legal counsel regarding that potential sale of real property all as permitted by
Sections 2.2-3711(A)(3), and (A)(6) of the Code of Virginia. Chair Julie Anderson called for a vote

to go into the Executive Session. Mr. Bert Ortiz made a motion to go into Executive Session;
seconded by Mr. Jeffrey Ganthner. The motion was unanimously agreed to.

Mr. John Sawyer, EDA Counsel, stated the EDA may wish to consider a motion to certify that to

the best of each member’s knowledge only public business matters lawfully exempted from open

meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed and only such public business matters as

were identified in the motion convening the closed meeting were heard, discussed, or

considered. The certification was approved, and the Executive Session was closed by Chair Julie

Anderson unanimously via a roll call vote.

MOTION:

Mr. Jeffrey Ganthner made a motion concerning the Three Oaks Commerce Park property to

authorize the Chair and CED Staff the ability to negotiate as needed for the purposes of bringing
the proposal back to the EDA for a vote; seconded by Mr. Troy Lindsey. The motion was

unanimously approved.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

e March 26, 2026 — 2026 SWaM/V Vendor Fair & Networking Event

o 1:00 pm —- 4:00 pm at Chesapeake Central Library - 298 Cedar Road

e April 3, 2026 — Ribbon Cutting for X-Golf

o 11:00 am — 12:00 pm at 1525 Summit Pointe Drive

e April 8, 2026 ~— Ribbon Cutting for Grocery Outlet

o 1:00 pm- 2:00 pm at 1415 Cedar Road

April 9, 2026 — State of the City
oO 12:00 pm — 2:00 pm Chesapeake Conference Center

* 11:15-11:55 am Registration

April 10, 2026 — EDAC

o 8:00 am - 10:00 am at TCC Trade Skills Academy
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION

e May 21, 2026 — 26" Annual Golf Classic

© 9:00 am Shotgun Start at Cypress Point Country Club

ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business to discuss, Mr. Bert Ortiz made a motion to

adjourn; no second being needed, it was the consensus to adjourn the meeting.

Executive Secretary

Minutes provided by Jude Jackson 


