
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

OF THE CITY OF CHESAPEAKE

THURSDAY,

May 14, 2026

The regular meeting of the Economic Development Authority of the City of Chesapeake was held

on Thursday, May 14, 2026, at 3:00 p.m. at Chesapeake Economic Development, 555 Belaire

Avenue, Suite 310, Chesapeake, VA 23320.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Julie Anderson, Chair; Tonya Gill, Vice Chair; Luis Jimenez, Member; Jeffrey
Ganthner, Member; Gregg Kruer, Member; Bert Ortiz, Member; Todd

Mayfield, Member

MEMBERS ABSENT: Kristi Wooten, Secretary; Troy Lindsey, Treasurer

ALSO PRESENT: Steven C. Wright, Executive Secretary

COUNSEL PRESENT: John Sawyer, WRG PC, EDA Counsel

CED STAFF PRESENT: Preston Wilhelm; Tim Howlett; Edie Saecker; Austin Bussey; Constantia

Cobert; Michael Barnett; Palmer Lugo; Sunny Golston

GUESTS PRESENT: None

CALL TO ORDER:

Chair, Julie Anderson, declared a quorum present and called the meeting to order. Mr. Jeffrey
Ganthner made a motion to adopt the Draft Agenda; seconded by Mr. Bert Ortiz. The motion was

unanimously approved.

MEETING MINUTES:

After a review of the April 16, 2026 Meeting Minutes, Ms. Tonya Gill made a motion to approve
the Minutes; seconded by Mr. Todd Mayfield. The motion was unanimously approved.

TREASURER REPORT:
Ms. Edie Saecker presented the Treasurer’s Report for April 2026. No questions or concerns

were expressed; Chair Julie Anderson declared April 2026, Treasurer’s Report filed for audit.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT UPDATE:

Mr. Steven Wright reported on several recent economic development events CED staff

participated in, including hosting a Norfolk Tides outing for partners, clients, and allies involved

in economic development. He also thanked the Authority and staff for their participation in a

recent event at the LS GreenLink facility commemorating the start of tower construction. The

ceremony was attended by representatives from South Korea, as well as the Governor and the

Secretary of Commerce and Trade, highlighting the significance of the project.
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT UPDATE cont.:
Mr. Wright reported that several CED staff members attended a SWAM event hosted by the

Virginia Port Authority. Mr. Wright There are many opportunities for small businesses to work

with the Port and CED’s Business Development Managers are actively communicating those

opportunities to Chesapeake’s small businesses community. Mr. Wright also attended the

Hampton Roads Chamber Leadership Exchange in Jacksonville, Florida, where regional leaders

shared and compared economic development best practices. In addition, he participated in the

SelectUSA Conference in Washington, D.C., in partnership with VEDP and the Hampton Roads

Alliance to promote international investment opportunities. Mr. Wright also reported that the

new VA Hospital in Western Branch is nearing completion.

Mr. Wright reported that Mayor Rick West recently spoke at an EDAC meeting. He also noted

that CED staff joined in celebrating Southside BBQ, whose owners, Vicki and Joe Josue, were

recognized by the Hampton Roads Chamber as Chesapeake’s Small Business of the Year.

Ms. Constantia Cobert reported on Beyond the Diploma, a Chesapeake Public Schools workforce

development program that connects selected students with career and educational

opportunities after graduation. The program features participation from employers and various

other organizations across the region. The event was well attended by students from all

Chesapeake high schools and was described as a valuable workforce development initiative.

MOTION(S):

Mr. Todd Mayfield made a motion to authorize the Chair to enter and negotiate the Purchase

Agreement with Project Sam; seconded by Mr. Jeffrey Ganthner. The motion was passed

unanimously.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

e MAY IS BUSINESS APPRECIATION MONTH - May 3‘ — 9% Small Business Appreciation Week

e May 21, 2026 — 26 Annual Golf Classic

e May 28, 2026 — Chesapeake Career Center Signing Day

ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business to discuss, Ms. Tonya Gill made a motion to

adjourn; no second being needed, it was the consensus to adjourn the meeting.

Steven C. Wright
Executive Secretary

Minutes provided by Jude Jackson

 


