ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
OF THE CITY OF CHESAPEAKE

THURSDAY,
June 18, 2026

The regular meeting of the Economic Development Authority of the City of Chesapeake was held on
Thursday, June 18, 2026, at 3:00 p.m. at Chesapeake Economic Development, 555 Belaire Avenue,
Suite 310, Chesapeake, VA 23320.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Julie Anderson, Chair; Tonya Gill, Vice Chair — via Teams; Kristi Wooten, Secretary;
Troy Lindsey, Treasurer; Luis Jimenez, Member; Gregg Kruer, Member; Todd
Mayfield, Member

MEMBERS ABSENT: Jeffrey Ganthner, Member; Bert Ortiz, Member
ALSO PRESENT: Steven C. Wright, Executive Secretary
COUNSEL PRESENT: John Sawyer, WRG PC, EDA Counsel

CED STAFF PRESENT: Preston Wilhelm; Sherry Barnette; Tim Howlett; Edie Saecker; Austin Bussey;
Constantia Cobert; Michael Barnett; Palmer Lugo; Sunny Golston

GUESTS PRESENT: None

CALL TO ORDER:

Chair, Julie Anderson, declared a quorum present and called the meeting to order. Mr. Todd Mayfield
made a motion to adopt the Draft Agenda; seconded by Mr. Troy Lindsey. The motion was
unanimously approved.

INTRODUCTION:
Mr. Steven Wright introduced CED 2026 Summer Intern Ms. Shannon Pirkle. She is a rising Junior at
University of Virginia.

MEETING MINUTES:
After a review of the May 14, 2026 Meeting Minutes, Mr. Luis Jimenez made a motion to approve the
Minutes; seconded by Mr. Todd Mayfield. The motion was unanimously approved.

TREASURER REPORT:
Ms. Edie Saecker presented the Treasurer’s Report for May 2026. No questions or concerns were
expressed; Chair Julie Anderson declared May 2026, Treasurer’s Report filed for audit.
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT UPDATE:

Mr. Steven Wright reported that there has been significant economic development activity since the
last meeting. Cypress Pointe successfully hosted the 26th Annual Business Appreciation Golf Classic.
He noted that proceeds from the tournament benefit the Jared Cotton Scholarship through the
Chesapeake Education Foundation which helps Chesapeake Public Schools students enter trade jobs.
Mr. Wright announced that this year’s winning team was captained by EDA member Mr. Gregg Kruer
of Prism Maritime.

Ms. Constantia Cobert reported on Chesapeake’s Career and Technical Education (CTE) Program,
highlighting the annual Signing Day event, which recognizes students for their achievements and
career commitments. She noted that this year’s event set a program record for the highest number
of students receiving employment contracts.

Mr. Wright reported that Southside BBQ was named the 2026 Chesapeake Small Business of the year
by the Hampton Roads Chamber. Ms. Sherry Barnette added that she and several CED staff members
attended the City Council Meeting that made the announcement to support the business and
congratulate them on their recognition.

Ms. Sunny Goldston reported on the grand opening of Redline Athletics, a veteran-owned youth
sports training facility located in a renovated hangar at Hampton Roads Executive Airport. She noted
that the facility serves children ages 3 to 18, providing sport-specific training with a strong emphasis
on proper athletic development and community engagement.

Mr. Austin Bussey presented a PowerPoint highlighting several recent ribbon cuttings and
groundbreaking events. He also discussed PicklePeak, a new facility in Edinburgh that will be
Chesapeake’s first indoor pickleball facility and will include an onsite restaurant.

Mr. Wright announced that EDAC meetings will be on summer hiatus until September and thanked
the members for their continued participation in attending the meetings.

OAKBROOKE BUSINESS & TECHNOLOGY CENTER:

Mr. Wright reported that Jones Printing is making significant progress on construction and has begun
design work for phase 2. He noted that two parcels remain available in the park, with expressed
interest from potential buyers, and CED is hopeful these opportunities will move forward to complete
the Authority’s remaining real estate holdings in the park.

STRATEGIC PLAN:

Mr. Wright discussed the need for an updated Strategic Plan, noting that the current plan was
adopted in 2018. He emphasized that a strategic plan is critical in guiding the Authority’s direction
and supporting efforts to grow businesses, expand the tax base, and create employment
opportunities. Ms. Constantia Cobert will serve as the Project Manager for this important initiative.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Mr. John Sawyer, EDA Counsel, stated the EDA may wish to consider a motion to conduct a closed
meeting for discussion or consideration of the acquisition of real property for a public purpose, or the
disposition of publicly held real property, where discussion in an open meeting would adversely affect
the bargaining or negotiating position of the Economic Development Authority (EDA); specifically
disposition of publicly held real property as well as discussion concerning a prospective business or
industry or the expansion of an existing business or industry where no previous announcement has
been made of the business or industry’s interest in locating or expanding it’s facilities in the
community and finally discussion or consideration of the investment of public funds or competition
where bargaining is involved where if made public initially the financial interests of the EDA may be
adversely affected; all as permitted by Sections 2.2-3711(A)(3)(A)(5) and (A)(6) of the Code of Virginia.
Mr. Luis Jimenez made a motion to go into the Executive Session; seconded by Mr. Todd Mayfield.
The motion was unanimously approved.

Mr. John Sawyer, EDA Counsel, stated the EDA may wish to consider a motion to certify that to the
best of each member’s knowledge only public business matters lawfully exempted from open
meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed and only such public business matters as were
identified in the motion convening the closed meeting were heard, discussed, or considered. The
certification was approved unanimously and the Executive Session closed by Chair Julie Anderson via
roll call vote.

MOTION(S):

Ms. Kristi Wooten made a motion to authorize the Chair to endorse and submit a nonbinding Letter
of Intent to rent office space at 555 Belaire Avenue; seconded by Mr. Todd Mayfield. The motion was
passed unanimously.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

¢ July 9, 2026 — Grocery Outlet Ribbon Cutting: 10:00 am at Indian River Shopping Ctr 4323 Indian River Rd
e August 6, 2026 — USAA Ribbon Cutting & Groundbreaking Ceremony 10:00 am at 1341 Crossways Blvd.
¢ September 11, 2026 — EDAC Meeting at 8:00 am

ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business to discuss, Mr. Luis Jimenez made a motion to
adjourn; no second being needed, it was the consensus to adjourn the meeting.

Steven C. Wright, Executive Secretary

Minutes provided by Jude Jackson



